
TUESDAY SCIENCE
Asexual reproduction



LO: To understand the different ways 
asexual plants can reproduce.

I understand how some plants reproduce asexually.

I can describe how asexual plants reproduce.

I can identify parts of a plant used for asexual 
reproduction.



STARTER:
How do you think 
these vegetables 

reproduce?

Onions

Potatoes 



Some plants reproduce 
asexually

This means that they have both a male 
and female part so they do not need 
insects to pollinate. Only one parent is 
needed to make identical plants. 



Today we will look at three ways some plants reproduce asexually:

• Runners

• Bulbs

• Tubers



Runners

Strawberry’s and mint are an example of a runner
plants. These plants reproduce by a Stolon (also 
known as runner) creeping away from the plant 
where it then grows a new plant. 

You can see in the picture of the mint plant that new 
mint plants are growing on these runners. 

Can you find out which other plants use a runner to 
reproduce?

Mint runners



Bulbs
Onions and garlic are examples of vegetables that asexually reproduce through 
bulbs. The bulb has underground food storage organs with fleshy leaves that store 
food and can grow and develop into new plants. 

In the diagram, we can see the onion growing during each stage. By the end, the 
onion bulb will grow ‘daughter bulbs’.



These separated bulbs then grow into a 
new onion.



Have you ever seen this happen to your
potato?



Tubers
An example of a vegetable that reproduces 
through tubers are potatoes! 

They have nodes or eyes from which the new 
growth begins. The new stems growing from 
each eye are called sprouts which giver rise 
to the new plant. 

So when you see a little bobbly bit on your 
potato, this is actually the potato trying to 
grow a new potato plant.



Another way that plants can reproduce is 
through cuttings.
Cuttings are not a natural way for these plants to reproduce, but some plants stems 
can grow roots if they are planted in the correct conditions, such as geraniums. This 
allows for people to make lots of copies of the same plant. Different fruit trees can 
grow through cuttings.



Activity: Fact File

Create a fact file based on how some plants reproduce asexually.

What you must include in your fact file:

• A title

• A description of how asexual reproduction works with runners, bulbs, 
tubers and cuttings.

• A few diagrams with labels to support your writing.

You can use the template to support you or you can use your own 
layout.


